The Curator

Mc Manus Galleries

Albert Square 

Dundee

17th September 2003

Dear Sirs

During a recent visit to the Galleries I read your “Story Board” regarding the Trade’s Hall in High Street, Dundee, which was opened in 1778. Sadly your version is not correct. At no time were the Three United Trades involved in the conception, funding or building of the Hall. This was purely a venture embarked upon by the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee on their own behalf.

Although this may not seem of great consequence to your goodselves, it is a matter of great importance to the Trades.

Each of the Nine Trades had their own room on the second floor of the hall and the main premises were let as a coffee house. The lower floor consisted of shops, one of which was first leased by the notorious Provost Alexander Riddoch.

Along with all the relevant minutes, I have a plan of the Hall from an original Tack , showing the location of each of the rooms, on disk ,and would be happy to let you have a copy on the basis of “for your own use only and not to be reproduced in any form outwith that use unless with permission of the Nine Trades.”

I trust that you will make the necessary correction to your Story Board..

Yours faithfully  

